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www.catoctinforestalliance.org   
Our mission is to preserve and protect the Catoctin Mountain forest for the benefit and enjoyment  

of present and future generations 

 

A Note from our PresidentðJim Robbins 
We have been busy with our ongoing projects in the mountains.  We had a great Christmas Open House.  We are 

working on a new website and have the applications ready for the 2019 Artist in Residence program.  We have 

started working on getting the Amish to come back to the park in March.  The Catoctin Mountain Park has been 

closed and we are hoping that it will open soon.  

  

Please read and not just pass by the newsletter with a click.  We have many activities going on and can always 

use help with them.  No long-time commitment needs to be made.  An hour can make a huge difference.  Ron 

Harvey and Peggie Gaul at the Catoctin Mountain Park Visitor Center are always looking for people to help as 

well. 

 

 

SUCCESS  
Editorôs Note:  The mission of the SUCCESS Program is to 

empower students with disabilities to become contributing 

members of a global society by assisting them in developing 

social competencies, promoting their independence, and 

encouraging self-advocacy for them in a safe and nurturing 

environment.  The SUCCESS Program provides 

post-secondary transition education for students ages 18-21, 

who have completed at least four years in a comprehensive 

high school, and exhibit potential for working independently 

in the domain of competitive employment.  Students earn a 

Maryland Certificate of Completion.  They work in a 

community based setting to learn skills for independent living 

and are exposed to the world of work.  At SUCCESS, 

expectations for each student are set high to ensure that every 

student experiences success in their learning and 

development.  

 

For the past five years Jim Robbins has been facilitating the 

SUCCESS program in Catoctin Mountain Park and 

Cunningham Falls State Park with 7-8 students per year.  He 

leads classroom sessions and outdoor work sessions five 

mornings a week during the school year. 

 

 

Jim Robbins with some of the SUCCESS students 

http://www.catoctinforestalliance.org/
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Report on SUCCESS by Jim Robbins 

 

The SUCCESS youth have been working hard this fall and into winter.  We stayed outside until the weather 

turned cold.  We have been working on clearing brush from the Catoctin Furnace and the Ironmasters House in 

Catoctin Furnace.  We made door decorations to sell for Christmas, worked on some trails and are now 

rebuilding picnic tables for Cunningham Falls State Park.  I really enjoy working with these young men.  They 

not only improve the parks and learn about the proper use of tools but they improve their worth as a member of 

society as well. 
 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picnic table repairs completed at Catoctin 
Mountain Park Marking a new trail to the Thurmont Library 

Results of brush clearing at Catoctin Furnace 
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Moving a log with a log carrier at the Ironmaster's House at 
Catoctin Furnace 

Six picnic tables waiting to be made new 

Easy does it.  One step at a time. 

Grinding bolts at the Manor Shop 


